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Have you ever experienced the lights or shadows of life owing to your name? If you cannot understand the
bond that ties you to your name, open Romeo and Juliet and read the following passage:

Romeo, oh Romeo, why are you called Romeo? / Deny your father, and refuse your name.

Or if you will not, swear that you love me, / And I’ll no longer be a Capulet.
When Juliet says, “I’ll no longer be a Capulet,” we cannot but think that her name is involved with her
fate. By birth, she is intimately united to her family name and all that goes with it. No matter how strongly
she wants to deny her own name, she has no choice but to accept her situation. Your family name ties you
to your clan'. Whether you like it or not, you will be expected to carry out many obligations that go along
with your family name. Another aspect of your name is that it reveals part of your family history. Your last
name tells something about your ancestors and the way they lived.

— High School English 11
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It has long been apparent that one of the most important factors in establishing a national identity is the
existence of a national language. The ‘national state myth’—that basic view of the world as consisting
naturally of nation-states—is closely related to an assumption that national languages are a primordial1
reality. Whatever difficulty we might have in determining the borderlines of who ‘the Germans’ are, whether
the German-born children of Turkish immigrants are German for instance, or whether certain Alsatians® are
French or German, the German language is going to figure significantly in the equation’. Hitler attempted to
justify his initial invasions of neighboring countries on the grounds that these German-speaking peoples were
inherently part of the German nation.

— John E. Joseph, Language and Identity
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