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The fact that people can change their selves and cultures does not mean that they do so readily. A major obstacle is that
many people don’t even realize that they have cultures. They think that they are standard, normal, natural, and neutral. It’s all
those other annoying people who let cultures bias their ability to perceive the world as it actually is. This line of thinking is
especially widespread in middle-class European-American culture, where the independent I is thought to be a self-made self.
Consequently, middleclass European Americans often ignore social forces when explaining why people do the things they do, and
instead focus on people’s internal traits, talents, and preferences. Psychologists Michael Morris and Kaiping Peng tracked two
dramatically different styles in English- and Chinese-language newspapers’ reporting on two mass murderers: Gang Lu, a Chinese
graduate student in physics at the University of Iowa who killed his adviser, several colleagues, and himself after he lost an
award competition; and Thomas Mecllvane, an American postal worker who shot his supervisor, several bystanders, and himself
after he lost his job in Royal Oak, Michigan. The New York Times and the World Journal (a Chinese-language newspaper
published in New York) covered both tragedies, but told very different stories. American reporters spilled more ink describing Lu

as a “darkly disturbed man” with a “bad temper” and a “sinister® edge,” and attributing Mcllvane’s crime to his “short fuse,”
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mental instability, and other personal qualities. In contrast, Chinese reporters dedicated more column inches to situational factors.
For Lu, it was the bad relationship with his adviser, the lack of religion in Chinese culture, and the availability of guns in
American society that drove him to kill. For Mcllvane, tensions with his supervisor, the example of other mass slayings®, and the
fact that he had recently been fired had led him to homicide*. Because independent selves believe that people’s internal qualities
drive their actions, they also believe that they react to what’s inside people, not to their cultures. As a result, many Americans
claim to be color-blind, gender-blind, class-blind, religion-blind, or otherwise culture-blind. People in interdependent cultures, in
contrast, pay more attention to external factors such as others, social structures, and inevitable situations, and explain people’s
behavior and its consequences with those social forces.
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